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An Estate at Wearmouth AD 674 

 …tamquamque apud eum gratiam familiaritatis 
invenit, ut confestim ei terram septuaginta 
familiarum de suo largitus, monasterium inibi 
primo pastori ecclesiae facere praeciperet. 

 

 [King Ecgfrith] found in him [Benedict 
Biscop] such friendly esteem that at once 
he gave seventy familiae from his own 
estates, there to build a monastery 
dedicated to the church’s first pastor [St 
Peter]. 

Bede: Vitae Abbatum 4 



The Codex Amiatinus 



Portmahomac: industrial monasticism 



Wearmouth-Jarrow 



Werhale c. AD700 



But where are the cows? They’re  

in Boldon (Book) in AD1183 

 Tota villa reddit xviis de 

cornagio et i vaccam de 

metride. 

 

 The whole vill returns 

17s in cornage and 1 

cow in metreth 
 



Durham Priory Islandshire Estate 



Breamish and the Cheviot Hills 



Breamish Valley- Hartside Hill  



Middle Dean - Haystack Hill 



Breamish Valley - territories 



Middle Dean - Haystack Hill 



Hartside: associations and chronologies? 



Middle Dean - Haystack Hill 



C14 Dates for Hedgebank 



Middle Dean plan 



Lindisfarne territory 

 Et hic est Lindisfarnensis terrae terminus: a fluuio 

Tweoda usque ad Warnemuthe, et inde superius ad 

illum locum ubi haec aqua quae uocatur Warned oritur 

iuxta montem Hybberdune, et ab illo monte usque ad 

fluuium qui uocatur Bromic, et inde usque ad fluuium 

qui uocatur Till, et tota terra quae iacet ex utraque 
parte ipsius fluminis Bromic usque ad illum 
locum ubi oritur. 

Historia de Sancto Cuthberto 4 



Shire territories 



Bamburgh: tenure and services 



Monasteries and core lands 



Green Shiel 



Green Shiel Building C 



Comparison - Ribblehead 



HAIL TO THE COW! 

Without whom there is no book 


